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RESOLUTION HONORING THE EM-

PLOYEES OF THE DEPARTMENT 
OF HOMELAND SECURITY 

HON. CHRISTOPHER P. CARNEY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 7, 2007 

Mr. CARNEY. Madam Speaker, our Nation 
must remain vigilant against all threats to the 
homeland, including acts of terrorism and nat-
ural disasters. Department of Homeland Secu-
rity employees stand willing, ready, and able 
to respond should catastrophe strike. They 
work long hours to deter, detect, and prevent 
acts of terrorism against the homeland. 

As protectors of our Nation’s borders, air-
ports, seaports, rail lines, and other transit 
systems, they are always on call. Together 
with other agencies and departments of the 
Federal Government, they work with State, 
local, and tribal partners to enhance prepared-
ness at all levels of Government. 

On January 24th, the Department of Home-
land Security marked its fourth anniversary. 
The Department, which has more than 
208,000 employees, plays a vital role in ensur-
ing the Nation’s security and preparing the 
American people for future catastrophes. 

In light of this anniversary, it is fitting and 
appropriate for the House of Representatives 
to take a moment to honor the employees of 
the Department for their contributions in pro-
tecting the homeland and the sacrifices they 
make to protect the American people. 

f 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, MRS. PLACIDA 
PEÑA BARRERA 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 7, 2007 

Mr. CUELLAR. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Mrs. Placida Peña Barrera on her 
reaching the milestone of her 80th birthday. 
She is one of the most inspiring members of 
the community in the City of Laredo and in the 
State of Texas. 

Mrs. Placida Peña Barrera was born on July 
13, 1926, in the City of Guerra in the great 
State of Texas. She moved to Roma, Texas, 
and commuted to Rio Grande City to attend 
high school, where she graduated in 1945. 
Five years later, she met Raymundo Barrera 
and together they raised six children. She was 
committed to being the best mother for her 
children. 

With her husband’s retirement, she decided 
to work as a clerk for the Laredo Independent 
School District, while also taking classes at 
Texas A&M International University. Placida 
graduated from Texas A&M International Uni-
versity in 1978, at the age of 52 with a degree 
in teaching. 

Mrs. Barrera has worked consistently to up-
lift the lives of children in Laredo, Texas, 
through her 22 years of teaching at United 
Independent School District. While there, she 
established the Laredo chapter of the NASA’s 
Young Astronauts program. For her work, she 
was awarded certificates of appreciation. She 
and her husband were also recognized by the 
Department of Journalism at the University of 
Texas at Austin for their publication of ‘‘U.S. 

Latinos and Latinas and World War Two Oral 
History.’’ 

After serving her community as an educator 
for nearly two decades, Mrs. Barrera retired in 
2000, and is enjoying her time with her hus-
band and their grandchildren. It is because of 
her work that the youth in the community were 
able to realize their potential to create a new 
and better future for themselves. 

Madam Speaker, I am honored to have had 
the opportunity to recognize the dedication of 
Mrs. Placida Peña Barrera to her community, 
and ask you to join me in honoring her on her 
birthday. I thank you for your time. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MARY BONO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 7, 2007 

Mrs. BONO. Madam Speaker, yesterday, 
February 6, 2007, I was unable to attend sus-
pension votes due to personal illness. 

Were I present for the rollcall votes, I would 
have voted in the following manner for the fol-
lowing votes: 

1. Rollcall Vote No. 76, H.R. 161, the Bain-
bridge Island Japanese American Monument 
Act of 2007—Vote: ‘‘Yea.’’ 

2. Rollcall Vote No. 77, H.R. 386, the 
Yakima-Tieton Irrigation District Conveyance 
Act of 2007—Vote: ‘‘Yea.’’ 

f 

HONORING BEST BUDDIES 

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 7, 2007 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speaker, I 
would like to call your attention to Best bud-
dies, an organization founded the same year 
I was first elected to Congress, in 1989. If 
Best Buddies has one message, it can be ar-
ticulated by its founder, Anthony K. Shriver, 
who lives in Miami and has stated ‘‘that every 
person has a gift. And that every person can 
contribute.’’ This message is emblematic of 
what makes America successful and, in turn, 
has made Best Buddies a thriving international 
organization serving thousands of deserving 
individuals every year. 

The main concept behind this organization 
is simple, yet profoundly effective. Best Bud-
dies establishes one-on-one friendships be-
tween people with and without intellectual dis-
abilities. This simple concept allows those who 
are often excluded because of their dif-
ferences, the opportunity to engage socially 
and become integrated into society. Best Bud-
dies’ efforts in our communities are commend-
able and I encourage all Americans to em-
brace this organization, its ideals and initia-
tives. 

Best Buddies also opens doors and pro-
vides opportunities for people with disabilities. 
Through the support of this organization, many 
are able to attain jobs allowing them to earn 
an income, pay taxes and work alongside oth-
ers in our workforce. For students, Best Bud-
dies’ initiatives at schools and colleges are 
helping the intellectually disabled integrate so-
cially with their peers. In the past, many were 

often separated into special education classes 
making their social life somewhat isolated. To 
address this issue, Best Buddies has estab-
lished several programs at different levels, 
from Best Buddies Middle Schools and a Peer 
Buddy system in High Schools, to Best Bud-
dies Colleges. All three programs use the 
founding principles of this organization, allow-
ing students with and without intellectual dis-
abilities to create friendships and bonds that 
will last a lifetime. 

The success of Best Buddies can be attrib-
uted to the indelible experiences, not only for 
those with intellectual disabilities, but for the 
many volunteers and buddies involved with 
this tremendous program. I am proud that the 
main headquarters is located in South Florida, 
in my Congressional district, and I look for-
ward to supporting Best Buddies as it con-
tinues to grow and positively affect so many 
lives. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF GILBERT 
RIVERA 

HON. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 7, 2007 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ Madam Speaker, I rise 
today on the floor of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives to recognize the life and contribu-
tions of a tremendous community advocate, 
businessman, and cherished friend, Gilbert Ri-
vera. 

In 1957, Gilbert Rivera migrated from Puerto 
Rico with his mother, father and twelve broth-
ers and sisters to Bedford Stuyvesant with lit-
tle money, and a dream to one day own his 
own business. 

After graduating from Automotive High 
School and serving in the U.S. army, Gil start-
ed a small construction firm. But with his drive 
and determination, the company did not stay 
small for long and overtime grew to become 
one of the largest Hispanic owned contracting 
and building supply businesses in New York 
City. AM&G’s diverse portfolio of projects in-
cludes landmarks admired by preservationists, 
such as Carnegie Hall, Erasmus Hall HS, and 
Columbia University as well as residential 
buildings on Fifth Avenue. 

But despite his good fortune, Gil never for-
got his roots. He stayed in Brooklyn, placing a 
premium on working to better neighborhoods 
and communities, and continuing to create 
jobs for young people. 

One of the many things that made Gilbert 
Rivera unique was that he used his success to 
improve the lives of everyone he touched. He 
was a socially conscious, philanthropic man 
who was a loyal and generous supporter of 
the causes he believed in. He founded the 
Hispanic Business Group to advocate for 
greater business opportunities for Hispanic 
owned businesses with corporate America and 
was actively involved with numerous commu-
nity organizations, including the Brooklyn 
Chamber of Commerce, Brooklyn Botanic Gar-
dens, Brooklyn Bridge Park, and the scholar-
ship fund for young Latinos. 

During his time with us, he walked upon this 
earth and used the power of his beliefs and 
determination to instill hope and inspiration, 
not only to his family but in all who knew him. 
Therefore, Madam Speaker, I rise with my col-
leagues in the House of Representatives to 
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honor the life and contributions of Gilbert Ri-
vera—a true American success story. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF ‘‘MORE WATER 
AND MORE ENERGY ACT’’ 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 7, 2007 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam Speaker, I 
am today again introducing legislation to facili-
tate the use of water produced in connection 
with development of energy resources for irri-
gation and other uses in ways that will not ad-
versely affect water quality or the environment. 

The bill is similar to one I introduced in the 
109th Congress (as H.R. 5011) that passed 
the House last year but on which the Senate 
did not complete legislative action. It is co-
sponsored by Representative PEARCE of New 
Mexico, who is the ranking Republican mem-
ber on the Natural Resources Committee’s 
Subcommittee on Energy and Mineral Re-
sources and also by Representative EDWARDS 
of Texas. I greatly appreciate their support. 

The bill’s purpose is to help change an en-
ergy-industry problem into an opportunity, not 
just for oil and gas producers but for everyone 
else who would benefit from increased sup-
plies of usable water. 

Especially in the arid west, that covers ev-
eryone—not least our hard-pressed ranchers 
and farmers. 

The focus of the bill is what’s called ‘‘pro-
duced water’’—the underground water ex-
tracted in connection with development of en-
ergy sources like oil, natural gas or coalbed 
methane. It would do two things: 

First, it would direct Reclamation and the 
USGS to identify the obstacles to greater use 
of produced water and how those obstacles 
could be reduced or eliminated without ad-
versely affecting water quality or the environ-
ment. 

Second, it would provide for federal help in 
building 3 pilot plants to demonstrate ways to 
treat produced water to make it suitable for ir-
rigation or other uses, again without adversely 
affecting water quality or the environment. 

At least one of these pilot plants would be 
in Colorado, Utah, or Wyoming. At least one 
would be in one of the three States of New 
Mexico, Arizona or Nevada. And there would 
be at least one each in California and Texas. 
This is to assure that, together, the plants 
would demonstrate techniques applicable to a 
variety of geologic and other conditions. 

Under the bill, the federal government could 
pay up to half the cost of building each plant, 
but no more than $1 million for any one plant. 
No federal funds could be used for operating 
the plants. 

The bill’s goal is reflected in its title—the 
‘‘More Water and More Energy Act of 2006.’’ 

The extent of its potential benefits was 
shown by the testimony of Mr. David Templet 
at a hearing on the similar bill of mine the 
House considered last year. 

Mr. Templet testified in support of that bill 
on behalf of the Domestic Petroleum Council 
and several other groups, including the Colo-
rado Oil & Gas Association. He noted that pro-
duced water is the most abundant byproduct 
associated with the production of oil and gas, 
with about 18 billion barrels being generated 
by onshore wells in 1995. 

And he pointed out that if only an additional 
1% of that total could be put to beneficial use, 
the result would be to make over 75 billion 
gallons annually available for use for irrigation 
or other agriculture, municipal purposes, or to 
benefit fish and wildlife. 

Now, remember that in the West we usually 
measure water by the acre-foot—the amount 
that would cover an acre to the depth of one 
foot—and an acre-foot is about 32,8560 gal-
lons, so an additional 75 billion gallons is 
more than 230,000 acre-feet—more water, in-
deed. 

And at the same time making produced 
water available for surface uses, instead of 
just reinjecting it into the subsurface, can help 
increase the production of oil and gas. 

At least year’s hearing, this was illustrated 
by the testimony of Dr. David Stewart, a reg-
istered professional engineer from Colorado. 
He cited the example of an oil field in Cali-
fornia from which an estimated additional 150 
million barrels of oil could be recovered if 
water were removed from the subsurface res-
ervoir. And he pointed out that where oil re-
covery is thermally enhanced, a reduced 
amount of underground water means less 
steam—and so less cost—is needed to re-
cover the oil. 

The potential for having both more water 
and more energy is also illustrated by the ex-
ample of a project near Wellington, Colorado, 
that treats produced water as a new water re-
source. An oil company is embarking on the 
project to increase oil production while a sepa-
rate company will purchase the produced 
water to supplement existing supplies, eventu-
ally allowing the town of Wellington and other 
water users in the area to have increased 
water for drinking and other purposes. 

In view of its potential for leading to both 
‘‘more water’’ and ‘‘more energy’’ I was 
pleased but not surprised that last year the 
Administration, through the Interior Depart-
ment, testified that it ‘‘agrees that the goals of 
the bill are commendable and the needs that 
could be addressed are real’’ and that the 
roles the bill would assign to the Bureau of 
Reclamation and the USGS are consistent 
with the missions and expertise of those agen-
cies. 

In view of all this, Madam Speaker, I submit 
that this bill—and its promise of helping pro-
vide our country with both more water and 
more energy—deserves the support of the 
House. 

For the benefit of our colleagues, here is a 
summary of the bill’s provisions: 

SUMMARY OF PROVISIONS OF THE ‘‘MORE 
WATER AND MORE ENERGY ACT’’ 

Section One—provides a short title (the 
‘‘More Water and More Energy Act of 2007’’), 
sets forth several findings regarding the 
basis for the bill, and states the bill’s pur-
pose: ‘‘to facilitate the use of produced water 
for irrigation and other purposes without ad-
versely affecting water quality or the envi-
ronment, and to demonstrate ways to accom-
plish that result.’’ 

Section Two—defines terms used in the 
bill. 

Section Three—requires the Interior De-
partment (through the Bureau of Reclama-
tion and the U.S. Geological Survey) to con-
duct a study to identify the technical, eco-
nomic, environmental, legal, and other ob-
stacles to increasing the extent to which 
water produced in connection with energy 
development can be used for irrigation and 
other purposes without adversely affecting 

water quality or the environment, and legis-
lative, administrative, and other actions 
that could reduce or eliminate those obsta-
cles. Results of the study are to be reported 
to Congress within a year after enactment. 

Section Four—provides that within exist-
ing authorities and subject to appropriation 
of funds, the Interior Department is to pro-
vide financial assistance for development of 
facilities to demonstrate the feasibility, ef-
fectiveness, and safety of processes to in-
crease use of produced water for irrigation, 
municipal or industrial uses, or other pur-
poses without adversely affecting water 
quality or the environment. The section 
specifies that assistance is to be provided for 
at least one project in (1) Colorado, Utah, or 
Wyoming; (2) New Mexico, Arizona, or Utah; 
(3) California; and (4) Texas. Assistance to 
any facility cannot exceed $1 million and 
cannot be used for operation or maintenance. 
The section specifies that assistance under 
this bill can be in addition to other federal 
assistance under other provisions of law. 

Section Five—requires the Interior Depart-
ment to—(1) consult with the Department of 
Energy, EPA, and appropriate Governors and 
local officials; (2) review relevant informa-
tion developed in connection with other re-
search; (2) include as much of that informa-
tion as Interior finds advisable in the report 
required by section 1; (3) seek the advice of 
people with relevant professional expertise 
and of companies with relevant industrial 
experience; and (4) solicit comments and sug-
gestions from the public. 

Section Six—specifies that nothing in the 
bill is to be construed as affecting—(1) the 
effect of any State law, or any interstate au-
thority or compact, regarding the use of 
water or the regulation of water quantity or 
quality; or (2) the applicability of any Fed-
eral law or regulation. 

Section Seven—authorizes appropriation 
of—(1) $1 million for the study required by 
section 1; and (2) $5 million to implement 
section 4. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF RIGHTING 
HISTORICAL UNTRUTHS, RUTH J. 
SIMMONS FORCES BROWN TO 
ATONE FOR INVOLVEMENT IN 
SLAVERY 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 7, 2007 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to enter into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD an 
article in the Washington Post discussing a 
Brown University committee’s call for the insti-
tution to make amends by building a memo-
rial, creating a center for the study of slavery 
and injustice and increasing efforts to recruit 
minority students, particularly from Africa and 
the West Indies. It is good to see the subject 
of slavery and the question of reparations 
being addressed with integrity and grace. 

The article announces the findings of the 
university’s Committee on Slavery and Justice. 
Appointed three years ago by Brown’s presi-
dent, Ruth J. Simmons, the committee re-
cently investigated Brown’s historical legacy, 
focusing specifically on its involvement in the 
transatlantic slave trade. The descendant of 
slaves and the first African American president 
of an Ivy League institution, Ruth Simmons 
has been steadfast in her commitment to un-
covering the truths of Brown’s past in ways 
that are academically and historically rigorous 
and just. 
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